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MATCH INFORMATION 

(SWE) AIK SOLNA  1:1  HAFNARFJÖRDUR (ISL) 

DATE 19 JUL 2012 VENUE Råsundastadion, Solna (SWE) 

TIME 19:00 CET STAGE Qualifying Round 2, 1st Leg 

 

GOALS SCORED  0-1 Atli Gudnason 40’, 1-1 Viktor Lundberg 56’ 

 

SANCTIONS 

Yellow Card(s) 2 (0-2) Danny Thomas (FH, 78’), Hólmar Rúnarsson (FH, 90+1’) 

2nd Yellow Card(s) - - 

Red Card(s) - - 

Penalty Kick(s) - - 

 

MATCH OFFICIALS 

Officials Name Origin Marks Difficulty 

Referee Wim Smet BEL 7,9 Medium 

Assistant Referee 1 Gregory Crotteux BEL 8,2 Medium 

Assistant Referee 2 Dirk Gilon BEL 7,9 Medium 

Fourth Official Peter Vervecken BEL 8,0 Low 

Blog Referee Observer Niclas E GER 

 

EVALUATION SCALE 

Marks Classification of the marks*  

9,0 – 10,0 Excellent performance. 

8,5 – 8,9 
Very good fulfillment of the criteria’s majority and important decision(s) correctly 
taken. 

8,0 – 8,4 Good, expected level. 

7,8 – 7,9 Satisfactory performance with some areas for improvement. 

7,6 – 7,7 Acceptable performance with important areas for improvement. 

7,4 – 7,5 One clear and important mistake, otherwise in the area of 8,0 and above. 

7,2 – 7,3 One clear and important mistake, otherwise in the area of 7,6 – 7,9. 

7,1 More than one clear and important mistake, otherwise in the area of 8,0 and above. 

7,0 More than one clear and important mistake, otherwise in the area of 7,6 – 7,9. 

6,5 – 6,9 
Below expected level, inconsistent application of the laws [, defective control as 
well as an insufficient tactical approach], (a) clear and important mistake(s) and 
therefore a disappointing performance with significant points for improvement.** 

6,0 – 6,4 Unacceptable performance. 

* The degree of difficulty must be integrated into the mark. 
** The criteria in square brackets [ ] only refers to the referee, not to the (additional) assistant referees. 
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Explanation for the Degree of Difficulty that is integrated in the marks and is to be considered 
separately for every match official. 

Low Nearly no challenging situations for the official. 

Medium Normal match for the respective official with a few challenging situations. 

High Difficult match for the respective official with difficult and important situations to solve. 

 
 
 

Description of the match 

The match was played at Råsundastadion, Solna, located approximately seven kilometres away from 
Swedish capital Stockholm. It wass one of the last international matches in this stadium, because it will 
be replaced by an arena grabbing 50.000 spectators.  
Belgian official Wim Smet has been in charge of the clash, which meant his second international 
involvement in a club match, also laying emphasis on the fact that he did not referee more than 30 
matches in his domestic first league. 
Visible with regard to the teams’ and nations’ coefficients, the match did not unfold too much pace, 
neither very much technical and tactical awareness among the players. Therefore, the first half’s 
atmosphere was very calm. Starting from the 70th minute, the tension however increased in a 
significant manner which led to rising challenges for the Belgian officials. Finally, the Icelanders 
collected a worthwile draw in respect of next week’s 2nd leg. 
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REFEREE 

 

1) Application and Interpretation of the Laws of the Game, Disciplinary Control and (technical) 
Management of the game. The assessment should be reinforced by listing exemplary situations 
with minutes for key elements and by mentioning and evaluating every personal punishment 
issued by the referee as well as other important decisions. 
 

Comments 

The referee showed leniency throughout the whole game, attempting not to book any player. His style 
was obviously adapted to the match’s low suspense, so that the disciplinary control was suitable to the 
match. The bookings he issued were very sensible. After only a few smaller fouls where he once 
showed determination in urging a player, some conflicts came up due to the fact that three Icelanders 
in a row “collapsed” on the pitch, being allegedly injured after smaller duels (74’, 75’). Smet correctly 
interrupted the match, having led to anger among the Swedish players and their supporters who tried 
everything to achieve the necessary and originally expected win. Before these actions, he had already 
admonished the Icelandic goalkeeper for not wasting time, later, he booked Dustin Thomas (78’), 
which calmed players and supporters a bit down. Nevertheless, he should have shown earlier that the 
many breaks caused by alleged injuries will be included in the additional time, e.g. by making a 
gesture like pointing a finger on his watch. The last yellow card was issued due to avoiding a quick 
execution of a free-kick, a correct decision as well. 
There have been two other significant technical aspects quite atypical of a match at this stage. The 
same Swedish defender Johansson conducted two wrong throw-ins, which was correctly detected by 
Smet. The first time (3’) for a wrong execution with his hands itself and later due to encroachment 
(73’). In the 23rd minute, a defective ball had to be replaced. The referee correctly exchanged the ball 
and re-started the match with a drop-ball at the place where the original ball became defective. A 
correct procedure in compliance with Law 2. As a summary, one may therefore state that the technical 
awareness of the referee has been very good.  
The application of other laws of the game and specially their interpretation have been in general good, 
the referee detected the relevant infringements, could have however been a bit less pedantic in the 
second half, when he more or less whistled every touch and small holding.  
 

Minute Description of the situation 

3 wrong throw-in, correct decision 

23 correct procedure with regard to the replacement of a defective ball 

73 wrong throw-in due to encroachment, correct decision 

78 YC to Dustin Thomas (FH) for wasting time, correct decision 

90+1 YC to Hólmar Rúnarsson (FH) for unsporting behaviour, correct decision 

 
 
 

2) Physical Condition  
 

 

+ o - Aspect 

 X  
Adequate Positioning (also at set pieces), always close to play,  
no interference with it 
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X   
Adequate Movement, diagonal system, decreases the distance 
to play in crucial situations and enters the penalty area if 
necessary 

 X  Anticipation of situations and awareness 

 X  Physical Condition and stamina in general 

 
Please strengthen your assessment on the referee’s physical condition by listing meaningful 
situations in the grid below, which is mandatory in case of an awarded “-“ (negative point). 
 
Summarizing assessment (very good, good, medium, poor) of the referee’s physical condition: Good 
 

Minute Description of the situation 

full time 
Against the background that the match was not characterized by a high pace, the 
circumstance that his movement was not very fast is still adequate. He entered the 
penalty area in crucial situations, specially at goal attempts and also the 1-1.  

 
 

3.1) Personality, Tactical Approach (referring to the referee’s style of gaining authority and 
control, the degree of mutual respect between players and referee and the referee’s general 
appearance and manner of leading the match on the pitch. Exemplary situations that might 
bolster the observer’s assessment can be integrated into the coherent text (minutes then in 
brackets)) 
 

Comments 

His personality was not visible on the pitch. Until the 70th minute, there was however no room for 
applying personality either. Smet had clear gestures, but when the match became more intense, some 
weaknesses could be determined: He often left the whistle in his mouth which made communication 
impossible, when issueing verbal warnings to certain players, he called them to him instead of walking 
to them. Furthermore, he smoothed down differences and an upcoming conflict between two players 
(74’) by quickly going between both players. He then spoke to both players admonishing them and 
explaining his decision to them. That was good but the only point when he applied a real verbal 
conversation. His gestures became too nervous and hectical in the area from the 74th to 90th minute, 
when the tension reached its peak. 

 
 

3.2) Match Control (referring to the level of control accomplished by the referee. Exemplary 
situations that might bolster the observer’s assessment can be integrated into the coherent 
text (minutes then in brackets)) 
 

Comments 

Mostly, the match was under full control, the referee savoured total authority. Since he did not find the 
right measures to prevent the growing anger due to time wasting, his authority and level of control 
suffered a bit from it, so that this criteria was fulfilled in a still good way. 
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4) Co-operation with assistant referees and fourth official. 
 

Comments 

In the conflict in 75’, his second assistant referee quickly appeared at the scene and supported the 
referee. Apart from that, there was a normal co-operation between the team. 

 
 

5) Summary, general comments on the referee’s performance and areas for improvement 
 

Comments 

Wim Smet showed a solid performance. He can improve certain things which could bolster his 
personality on the pitch. Finally, one must state that the match was mostly no real challenge for him, 
as soon as became more intense, he was not far away from struggling but still fulfilled the task in a 
decent way. 
 

Positive points 

1. Awareness with regard to technical laws of the game. 

2. Entered the penalty area many times, which was helpful. 

3. Sensible personal punishments. 
 

Areas for improvement 

1. 
Putting the whistle out of the mouth so that more communication is 
possible.  

2. 
Calm gestures instead of nervous ones when a match becomes 
more intense. 

3. 
Smoothing down the anger arousing from time wasting in a better 
fashion by certain gestures (pointing a finger on the watch). 
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ASSISTANT REFEREE 1 

 
 

1) Physical and Technical Aspects  
 
 

 

+ o - Aspect 

 X  Adequate Positioning and Movement  

 X  Physical Condition and Stamina 

 X  Flag Technique in compliance with FIFA instructions 

 X  
Alertness and reaction to situations in his area of vicinity, good 
cooperation with referee 

 X  Dealing with offside situations (“wait-and-see-technique”…) 

 
You can strengthen your assessment on the assistant referee’s physical and technical aspects by 
listing meaningful situations in the grid below, which is mandatory in case of an awarded “-“ 
(negative point). 
 

Minute Description of the situation 

  

 
 

2) Comments on the Application and Interpretation of the Laws of the Game (specially Law 11), 
every offside / critical NO offside situation as well as other meaningful situations are to be 
listed in the grid below. 
 

Comments 

No remarkable situations, assisted the referee sometimes in questions whether the ball crossed the 
line or not, no close offside situations to solve. 

Minute Description of the situation 
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ASSISTANT REFEREE 2 

1 

 

1) Physical and Technical Aspects  

 
 

+ o - Aspect 

 X  Adequate Positioning and Movement  

 X  Physical Condition and Stamina 

  X Flag Technique in compliance with FIFA instructions 

 X  
Alertness and reaction to situations in his area of vicinity, good 
cooperation with referee 

 X  Dealing with offside situations (“wait-and-see-technique”…) 

 
You can strengthen your assessment on the assistant referee’s physical and technical aspects by 
listing meaningful situations in the grid below, which is mandatory in case of an awarded “-“ 
(negative point). 
 

Minute Description of the situation 

full time 
Inconsistent flag technique. Most of the time, the assistant referee 2 had the flag in his 
right hand when running towards the corner flag, so that it was not always visible for 
the referee. 

 
 

2) Comments on the Application and Interpretation of the Laws of the Game (specially Law 11), 
every offside / critical NO offside situation as well as other meaningful situations are to be 
listed in the grid below. 
 

Comments 

Some offsides/onsides to solve, not of great importance but at least well solved. 
 

Minute Description of the situation 

19 correct offside decision, contrary movements so that it was not easy. 
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FOURTH OFFICIAL 
 

Reference to execution of technical procedures, important aspects and potential involvements  
 

Comments 

No remarkable involvements visible, correct execution of substitutions, however raised the board which 
displayed the additional time at 89:46, a bit too early. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Reported by: Niclas E 
 

20th JUL ´12, GER  


