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REFEREE OBSERVATION REPORT
2012-13 UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

MATCH INFORMATION
BRAGA (POR)  1:1  UDINESE CALCIO (ITA)

DATE 22/08/2012 VENUE Estadio Municipal de Braga, Braga 
(POR)

TIME (CET) 20:45 CET STAGE UEFA Champions League Play-Offs, 
First Leg

GOAL(S) SCORED 0-1 Dušan Basta (23'), 1-1 Lima (68') 

SANCTIONS
Yellow Card(s) 6 (1-5) Giampiero Pinzi (UDI, 13'), Antonio Di Natale (UDI, 

22'), Mehdi Benatia (UDI, 35'), Lima (BRA, 50'), 
Maurizio Domizzi (UDI, 75'), Danilo (UDI, 81') 

2nd Yellow Card(s) - -
Red Card(s) - -

Penalty Kick(s) - -

MATCH OFFICIALS
Officials Name Origin Marks Difficulty

Referee Wolfgang Stark GER 8,5 Medium
Assistant Referee 1 Jan-Hendrik Salver GER 8,5 Medium
Assistant Referee 2 Mike Pickel GER 8,5 Medium

Additional Assistant 1 Tobias Welz GER 8,1 Low
Additional Assistant 2 Marco Fritz GER 8,6 Medium

Fourth Official Guido Kleve GER 8,0 Low
UEFA Delegate Andrey Medintsev BLR

UEFA Referee Observer Miroslav Liba CZE
Blog Referee Observer Hubert D POL

EVALUATION SCALE
Marks Classification of the marks* 

9,0 – 10,0 Excellent performance.

8,5 – 8,9 Very good fulfillment of the criteria’s majority and 
important decision(s) correctly taken.

8,0 – 8,4 Good, expected level.



7,8 – 7,9 Satisfactory performance with some areas for 
improvement.

7,6 – 7,7 Acceptable performance with important areas for 
improvement.

7,4 – 7,5 One crucial situation misevaluated, otherwise in 
the area of 8,0 and above.

7,2 – 7,3 One crucial situation misevaluated, otherwise in 
the area of 7,6 – 7,9.

7,1 More than one crucial situation misevaluated, 
otherwise in the area of 8,0 and above.

7,0 More than one crucial situation misevaluated, 
otherwise in the area of 7,6 – 7,9.

6,5 – 6,9

Below expected level, inconsistent application of 
the laws [, defective control as well as an 
insufficient tactical approach], (a) crucial 
situation(s) misevaluated and therefore a 
disappointing performance with significant points 
for improvement.**

6,0 – 6,4 Unacceptable performance.

* The degree of difficulty must be integrated into the mark.
** The criteria in square brackets [ ] only refers to the referee, not to the (additional) 
assistant referees.
*** Expected level does not necessarily mean that there are no areas for 
improvement.
**** The standard mark for additional assistant referees and fourth officials, who 
have to cope with a normal/expected level of challenges, is 8,0. For every other 
official, the standard mark is 8,2/8,3.

Explanation for the Degree of Difficulty that is integrated in the marks and is 
to be considered separately for every match official.

Low Nearly no challenging situations for the official.

Medium Normal match for the respective official with a few 
challenging situations.

High Difficult match for the respective official with difficult 
and important situations to solve.

Description of the match
The match was played at Estadio Municipal de Braga, the unique stadium with nice 
rocks behind the goals. Unfortunately, many seats were empty and the atmosphere was 
normal for that kind of matches. Some vocal parts some applauses but nothing 
ultraordinary from the fans. First half was a typical fight-part of the match with many fouls 
in the middle of the field. Stark coped with all things well using his personality and 
natural authority. One of the better moments was definitely a goal scored by Basta which 
gave Udinese a one-goal lead. The second part was more intense with a high pace of 



the game and a fantastic goal scored by Lima from about 30 meter which confirmed an 
advantage of Braga in this part of the game. On the whole, the match was played on a 
fair level what helped the referees in control that Stark had throughout the whole match. 

REFEREE

1) Application and Interpretation of the Laws of the Game, Disciplinary 
Control and (technical) Management of the game. The assessment should be 
reinforced by listing exemplary situations with minutes for key elements and 
by mentioning and evaluating every personal punishment issued by the 
referee as well as other important decisions.

Comments
Wolfgang Stark showed a good expected level in this match that wasn't very difficult to 
the referee. He started from a strict warning to Pinzi, then didn't hesitate in giving yellow 
cards where they were neccessary. In 22nd minute Stark booked Di Natale for waving an 
imaginary yellow card what was an obvious signal for players that Stark doesn't tolerate 
any protests and evaluation of his job. Experienced German referee was very consistent 
in punishing fouls from behind, at first warning for them, then showing a yellow card (see 
Pinzi and Benattia). Stark was also a bit meticulous in a foul detection, but players had a 
big respect for his calls and accepted all of them. In 50th minute, there was very difficult 
situation to detect when Lima fouled Willians but shortly before he was stepped on by 
Danilo (so a penalty kick should have been given). However, it was nearly impossible to 
detect and taking into account the referee is not robot we can't consider it as a crucial 
mistake. Stark had natural authority and therefore all things were easier than thay could 
have been. 

Minute Description of the situation
10 Old problem from EURO 2012 - play-on call when one of the Udinese player 

raised his leg too high. Therefore, it should have been a free kick to Braga. 
13 Yellow card to Giampiero Pinzi (UDI) for a deliberate handball, correct 

decision. 
20 Play-on call after an undeliberate handball of Udinese player jumping in the 

wall, correct decision. 
22 Yellow card to Antonio Di Natale (UDI) for an imaginary card waving, correct 

decision. 
27 Verbal warning to Ismaily (BRA) for a foul from behind, correct decision. 
33 Verbal warning to Mehdi Benatia (UDI) for a foul from behind, correct decision. 
34 Free kick to Udinese after Alan's foul on Willians, correct decision taken by 

AAR 2 Marco Fritz. It was impossible to see to the main referee. Therefore, an 
excellent call by Fritz. 

35 Yellow card to Mehdi Benatia (UDI) for a foul from behind on Mossóro, correct 
decision (persistently infringing the Laws of The Game). 

37 Verbal warning to Basta and Custódio for their excessive pulling in the penalty 



area before the restart of the game. 
41 Missed free kick to Udinese after an undeliberate but still Douglão's foul on 

Diego Fabbrini. The latest needed a medical treatment. 
45 Missed possible yellow card to Ismaily (BRA) for an ellbow challenge on 

Dušan Basta. 
45 Missed possible yellow card to Alan (BRA) for a dive, when he fell without a 

contact in the box. Anyway, no protests so the reasonable decision. 
50 Yellow card to Lima (BRA) for a reckless tackle on Willians, correct decision, 

but firstly Lima was stepped on by Danilo. It should have been a penalty kick, 
but no one can take it as a crucial mistake. It was impossible to see (even to 
Tobias Welz). 

55 Hard-looking Fabbrini's (UDI) foul on Ismaily. Correct lack of yellow card. 
75 Yellow card to Maurizio Domizzi (UDI) for a foul from behind on Alan after a 

fantastic given advantage, correct decision. 
78 Decision about free kick to Udinese after a Mossoró's foul on Domizzi without 

a yellow card to the first, great reading of the game. 
80 Yellow card to Danilo (UDI) for a tactical, correct decision. 

2) Physical Condition 

+ o - Aspect

X
Adequate Positioning (also at set 
pieces), always close to play, no 
interference with it

X

Adequate Movement, diagonal 
system, decreases the distance to 
play in crucial situations and enters 
the penalty area if necessary

X Anticipation of situations and 
awareness

X Physical Condition and stamina in 
general

Please strengthen your assessment on the referee’s physical condition by listing 
meaningful situations in the grid below, which is mandatory in case of an 
awarded “-“ (negative point).

Summarizing assessment (very good, good, medium, poor) of the referee’s physical 
condition: Very Good

Minute Description of the situation
Full time Very good physical condition and stamina. He was always close to the 

action and managed to not intervene with play. 



3.1) Personality, Tactical Approach (referring to the referee’s style of gaining 
authority and control, the degree of mutual respect between players and 
referee and the referee’s general appearance and manner of leading the 
match on the pitch. Exemplary situations that might bolster the observer’s 
assessment can be integrated into the coherent text (minutes then in 
brackets))
Comments
Wolfgang Stark is one of the referees who have the great natural authority (Kassai, 
Irmatov, De Bleeckere in the past). Players from the first to the last whistle know who is 
the boss on the field. Only one Di Natale forgot it by a moment waving imaginary card 
and he was quickly punished for it by a yellow card. That situation indicate the real boss 
and no tolerance to unsporting behaviour even showed by a football-star like Di Natale. 
The rest of players didn't protest anymore in that match. Stark was extremely consistent 
and pleyers knew it. He counted every foul for each player and was warning them in 
meantime. Players knew it is the serious professional referee and they played fair all the 
match. 

3.2) Match Control (referring to the level of control accomplished by the 
referee. Exemplary situations that might bolster the observer’s assessment 
can be integrated into the coherent text (minutes then in brackets))
Comments
Quick good decisions, natural authority and strict official (typical Stark) approach must 
have got the result. Full control. 

4) Co-operation with (additional) assistant referees and fourth official.
Comments
Co-operation with his (additional) assistants was very good. Especially at the non-
penalty/free kick situation from 34' when he was helped a lot by AAR2. 

5) Summary, general comments on the referee’s performance and areas for 
improvement
Comments
Very good performance.

Positive points
1. Natural authority, players know who's the boss.
2. Good positioning, always close to the play.

3. Quick decision-taking, self-confidence, full-time 
alertness and awareness.

Negative points 1. ---



ASSISTANT REFEREE 1

2) Physical and Technical Aspects 

+ o - Aspect

X Adequate Positioning and 
Movement

X Physical Condition and Stamina

X Flag Technique in compliance with 
FIFA instructions

X
Alertness and reaction to situations 
in his area of vicinity, good 
cooperation with referee

X Dealing with offside situations 
(“wait-and-see-technique”…)

You can strengthen your assessment on the assistant referee’s physical and 
technical aspects by listing meaningful situations in the grid below, which is 
mandatory in case of an awarded “-“ (negative point).

Minute Description of the situation
- -

2) Comments on the Application and Interpretation of the Laws of the Game 
(specially Law 11), every offside / critical NO offside situation as well as 
other meaningful situations are to be listed in the grid below

Comments
He took all decions correctly. Although he wasn't especially challenged, his alertness was 
visible and obvious. Great reading of the game when he signaled Braga player's offside 
by interfering in the action. Faultless performance by this experienced assistant referee. 

Minute Description of the situation
11 Offside - Di Natale, correct decision. 
47 Offside - Leandro Salino, excellent decision. 
80 Offside - Leandro Salino, excellent decision. 



ASSISTANT REFEREE 2

2) Physical and Technical Aspects 

+ o - Aspect

X Adequate Positioning and 
Movement

X Physical Condition and Stamina

X Flag Technique in compliance with 
FIFA instructions

X
Alertness and reaction to situations 
in his area of vicinity, good 
cooperation with referee

X Dealing with offside situations 
(“wait-and-see-technique”…)

You can strengthen your assessment on the assistant referee’s physical and 
technical aspects by listing meaningful situations in the grid below, which is 
mandatory in case of an awarded “-“ (negative point).

Minute Description of the situation
- -

2) Comments on the Application and Interpretation of the Laws of the Game 
(specially Law 11), every offside / critical NO offside situation as well as 
other meaningful situations are to be listed in the grid below

Comments
All the decisions correctly solved. Some were really hard. Faultless performance.

Minute Description of the situation
6 Offside - Paulo Vinicius, correct decision. Picke nicely waited for the action 

and signaled offside. 
16 Good onside call, Hugo Viana wasn't offside. 
79 Offside - Di Natale, excellent decision. 

90+3 Offside - Maicosuel, excellent, brave and important decision. 



ADDITIONAL ASSISTANT REFEREE 1

1) Physical and Technical Aspects 

+ o - Aspect

X
Adequate Positioning and 
Movement based on a good 
Physical Condition

X

Alertness and reaction to situations 
in his area of vicinity, good 
cooperation with referee (specially 
at set pieces like corner-kick or 
free-kick)

You can strengthen your assessment on the assistant referee’s physical and 
technical aspects by listing meaningful situations in the grid below, which is 
mandatory in case of an awarded “-“ (negative point).

Minute Description of the situation
Full time Very good positioning and movement. He was always alert in his area.

2) Comments on the Application and Interpretation of the Laws of the Game, 
meaningful decisions are to be listed in the grid below.

Comments
No major calls for him. He was always present at corner kicks and fouls. 

Minute Description of the situation
- -



ADDITIONAL ASSISTANT REFEREE 2

1) Physical and Technical Aspects 

+ o - Aspect

X
Adequate Positioning and 
Movement based on a good 
Physical Condition

X

Alertness and reaction to situations 
in his area of vicinity, good 
cooperation with referee (specially 
at set pieces like corner-kick or 
free-kick)

You can strengthen your assessment on the assistant referee’s physical and 
technical aspects by listing meaningful situations in the grid below, which is 
mandatory in case of an awarded “-“ (negative point).

Minute Description of the situation
Full time Very good positioning and especially at the non-penalty/free kick 

situation when he correctly and quickly advised the referee to award a 
free kick. He showed a very good concentration and self-confidence. 

2) Comments on the Application and Interpretation of the Laws of the Game, 
meaningful decisions are to be listed in the grid below.

Comments
One major call when quickly told Wolfgang Stark it was no way about penalty but in the 
other way around it was an offensive foul. 

Minute Description of the situation
34 Free kick to Udinese after Alan's foul on Willians, correct decision taken 

by AAR 2 Marco Fritz. It was impossible to see to the main referee. In 
addition to this, Alan signaled he was fouled and wanted a penalty kick. 
Therefore, an excellent call by Fritz. 



FOURTH OFFICIAL

Reference to execution of technical procedures, important aspects and 
potential involvements

Comments
Guido Kleve didn’t face many difficulties mostly because the team members behaved 
very professional. Substitutions and additional time were executed at an adequate 
manner. 

REPORTED BY: Hubert D
DATE, LOCATION: 23 AUG 2012, POL


